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From the Executive Director - Rev. Paul Mehl
“For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison,
as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen
are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:17-18
This last year was the WORST! Well. Compared to what? 1350? – Bubonic plague (1346- 1353) with 75200 million deaths in Europe, Asia and Africa. 1861? – Cholera pandemic (1852-1861) with 1 million deaths
and then the U.S. Civil War (1861-1865) with 623,000 deaths. 1918? – World War 1 with 10 million military
deaths and 12 million civilian deaths, and then a flu pandemic that killed another 25 million in the first
25 weeks. 1944? – World War 2 with military and civilian casualties numbering 50-56 million and an
estimated 19-28 million deaths from war-related disease and famine (3% of the world’s population)? 1968? –
Vietnam War with 1.5 million casualties and then the Hong Kong flu which killed 500,000 people in Hong
Kong (15%) in that year?
OK. The last few years weren’t the worst, but it was a bit more of a struggle than what we are used to.
The apostle Paul in the text above was talking to Corinthian Christians who were going to undergo some
persecution from governments, society and even internally. Many would be put in prison and some
would be killed. Paul refers to this as “light momentary affliction.” Paul himself would eventually be
imprisoned and martyred for his faith – and he would go on to say, “if we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord” (Romans 14:8).

These things are “preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.” Compared to the
glory that will be revealed, these are light, momentary afflictions. Compared to many events in the past,
these are also light, momentary afflictions. However, they are afflictions nevertheless, and yet, we are
also told that they have a purpose. Such things are preparing us. Keeping our eyes on the future.
Teaching us to persevere. Showing us what we can handle. Enabling us to grow and practice our faith.
My prediction is that things may get worse - or they may get better. Either way, what are we preparing
ourselves and our students for - if not to give them the means to overcome – the “afflictions” that we
are TOLD are coming our way?
There will always be people who can do nothing but whine and complain about life. There are people
who are prone to despair when they discover that everything isn’t going their way. There are even folks
who seem to find delight in the chaos in other’s lives (schadenfreude). Not only is this a terrible way to live
– it’s also a waste of time. If a person can’t or won’t learn from an experience, what is the point?
What will the new year be like? I predict that we will have some problems, but we will also have blessings too numerous to count. “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.” (Philippians 4:8) Imagine if we did that for an entire year?!

From the Principal’s Office - Mrs. Marsh & Mrs. Schmidt
2nd Semester Dates
Tuesday, January 4th
Classes Resume / Late Start
1st hour begins at 9:00am.
Homeroom begins at 9:35am.
Friday, January 28th
Mid Term
Tuesday, February 1st
Late Start
Friday, February 25th
3rd Quarter Ends

Tuesday, March 1st
Late Start
Friday, March 11th
Spring break begins
after classes
Monday, March 21st
Classes resume
Friday, April 1st
Mid Term
Tuesday, April 5th
Late Start
Saturday, April 9th
Prom
Tuesday, April 12th
Easter break begins
after classes
Tuesday, April 19th
Classes resume
Tuesday, May 3rd
Late Start
Monday, May 9th
to Thursday, May 12th
Finals week
Thursday, May 12th
Awards Banquet
Friday, May 13th
10:00am - Baccalaureate
1:30pm - Graduation
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Live the Love of Jesus
The last two years have been challenging, and have had a tremendous effect on students. Many
of the effects the last two years have had on our students will not be realized until years later,
but some are being seen already. Students are struggling to recognize and appreciate the needs,
feelings, and boundaries of others. I hope we can work together to help them learn how to
interpret all the information they are hearing, and continue to teach them the social skills
necessary to interact with and live beside others. The vision of Saint Paul Lutheran High School
is We are saints chosen for vocations that use all of our gifts to live the love of Jesus to
this broken world.
One of the greatest challenges we have faced on campus is students struggling to appreciate the
role of teachers, staff, and administrators. Our faculty and administration understands that we
need to continually work to build relationships with students and families so that trust is gained
on both sides. We also hope that families can continue to help students learn to appreciate
guidelines and expectations that allow for 200 students to learn, live, and thrive on our
campus. Some guidelines would not be necessary if we were only a day school (no
dorms). Some guidelines would be unnecessary if we had much smaller enrollment
numbers. We hope that our school families can understand that we must consider not only
students, but also our faculty and staff. Most teachers provide for 100+ students each
semester.
Their classroom policies and
expectations allow them to attend to each
student's needs. If they were only educating
one student at a time, their rules and
expectations would be very different. Please
know we do care for each and every
student. Know that discipline or decisions
made regarding each student is done for them
and for the well-being of every other person on
campus. Most importantly, we ask that you
partner with us in helping students recognize
and grow their gifts and talents while we all
work together to live the love of Jesus.

Live
the Love
of Jesus

College Applications and Scholarships
Many seniors are working on or have completed college applications. If your senior is still
needing assistance in completing college applications, have them speak to Mrs. Marsh or Mrs.
Schmidt. Teachers and administrators ask that students request letters of recommendation at
least two weeks prior to their deadline. We also ask that all recommendation requests be
accompanied by a curriculum vitae. The most efficient and effective way to request letters of
recommendation is to speak with the recommender in-person, and then the student should
follow up that conversation with an email that includes deadlines and the curriculum vitae.
The principal’s office will begin receiving more
scholarship applications in the coming months. All of
those applications will be emailed to the senior’s
splhs.org email account. Applications shared with our
office are a very small sampling of all that is
available. Students and families should consider
checking their local public school’s website for a listing
of local scholarships. Students and families may also
have access to scholarships due to a family member’s
employment, membership in an organization, or
military service.

Winter Weather
This year we have not yet had to deal with snow, shoveling, or
late starts. In the event that we do have inclement weather,
that information will first be available to students via their
splhs.org email account. Those announcements will then be
shared via textcaster and social media.
Mrs. Marsh is in need of 10 - 15 students that would be willing
to work with her on the snow crew. These students would
need to be able to arrive early to help with snow removal. Most late starts will require us
to begin shoveling around our normal school start time of 7:45am. These students would
receive campus hours, and Mrs. Marsh tries to provide warm snacks and drinks once we
have finished. Our maintenance department works hard to clear the quad and parking lots,
but it is nice to have some of our other walkways also cleared. Student volunteers have
been very helpful in this endeavor over the last several years. Students should speak with
Mrs. Marsh if they are willing to assist.

3rd Annual Saint Paul
Christkindlesmarkt
Friday, December 9th
Saturday, December 10th
2022
How can I stay up to date
with information?
Like our Facebook page to
keep updated as plans and
information become available
HERE or use the camera on
your smartphone to scan this
QR code

Saint Paul Christkindlesmarkt
The 2nd Annual Saint Paul Christkindlesmarkt took place on Friday, December 10th and
Saturday, December 11th and was a huge success! An estimated 2,500 - 3,000 people set
foot on our campus, some very familiar with Saint Paul and our mission, and some visiting
for the first time and commented how beautiful it was. Over 50 vendors provided high
quality, handmade wares and crafts, delicious traditional German Christmas Market food
and drinks, and a carriage rides. Live entertainment was provided on the main stage
throughout the weekend and activities for children included story time with the Concordia
Christkind, coloring contest, candle making, and a scavenger hunt.

If you are interested in
being a vendor, sponsor,
or able to volunteer with
the event, contact us at
ChristmasMarket@splhs.org

The Christmas Market Board is already beginning to make
plans and preparations for the 3rd Annual Saint Paul
Christkindlesmarkt in 2022! So mark your calendars for
Friday, December 9th and Saturday, December 10th! We
hope to take the feedback from this event and make the
next one even bigger and better!

Check out our short 3-minute
video of the highlights from
Day 1 of the 2021 Saint Paul
Christkindlesmarkt!
CLICK HERE
or use the camera on
your smartphone to scan
this QR code
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From the Music Director - Dr. Jerrode Marsh
Important Music Dates
Saturday, January 22nd
to Monday, January 24th
Mini-tour to St. Louis
Sunday, February 20th
Our Redeemer Lutheran
Marshall, MO
Wednesday, March 2nd
Trinity Lutheran
Alma, MO
Sunday, March 6th
Immanuel Lutheran
Higginsville, MO

Much is happening in the life of Saint Paul music! The most exciting thing for the students
right now is the return of an annual Singing Saints Spring Break Choir tour, after a hiatus
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. At this point, God-willing, the choir will depart on Friday
morning, March 11th, to sing their annual state choir contest in Boonville and will then head
to Red Bud, IL to sing their first concert that evening. A complete tour schedule with church
names and locations will be available soon at www.splhs.org/music. The choir’s furthest
destination will be in Oviedo, Florida, and they will return to Concordia on March 20 th.
They will also be taking a mini-tour to St. Louis, where they will be singing Sunday morning,
January 23rd at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Fenton, MO, and will be singing on January
24th at the chapel in the LCMS International Center as part of National Lutheran Schools
Week. Plans are being made to give a possible concert in the evening of Sunday, January
23rd and possibly sing at a Saturday evening service in the St. Louis area on the 22 nd. Upon
returning, they will jump into a busy few “pre-tour” weekends, where they will be singing
locally in Higginsville, Marshall, and Alma. The Singing Saints Home Concert will be Sunday,
March 27th, at 7:00pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Concordia.

Friday, March 11th
State Contest
Boonville, MO
Friday, March 11th
to Sunday, March 20th
Spring choir tour

Sunday, March 27th
Home concert
St. Paul’s Lutheran
Concordia, MO

Watch the 2021 Christmas
Concert by the Saint Paul
Chamber Orchestra and
Singing Saints Concert Choir
CLICK HERE
or use the camera on
your smartphone to scan
this QR code.

Singing Saints Concert Choir at the 2021 Christmas Concert

Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra at the 2021 Christmas Concert
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Another big development on the music scene is the launching of the new Concordia Music
Conservatory. Ideas to have a high-quality training center for musical development in
Concordia have been growing in my mind for the past several years, as I have been
acclimating to the US and learning about the challenges of living in rural Missouri.
The struggle to find competent musicians who are able to lead worship services in chapel,
church congregations, and elderly-care facilities is becoming more and more apparent.
There is also a need for private music teachers to train our young musicians, so that we not
only have pianists and organists, but also quality musicians to help lead in special services
and events. This could be church services in various Christian denominations, such as
Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter, to events like Veteran’s Day, community celebrations,
and even community concerts.
The Concordia Music Conservatory (CMC) is led by a Board of Directors of qualified people
from Concordia and beyond, and its vision is to become the regional training center for
musicians that provide quality music in schools, communities, and congregations around the
world. All instructors have a music degree and some have several. As the organization
begins, we are holding music lessons in various locations on the campus of SPLHS until we
have the financial means to build a new Fine and Performing Arts Center on campus, which
will serve not only the needs of CMC, but also Saint Paul Lutheran High School and the
wider community and region. The Conservatory will be the regional center for those who
are seeking quality music lessons and community musical experiences. There are short and
long-term goals to implement such events as children and youth summer music camps, a
community children’s chorus, and an adult community Kantorei that will be dedicated to
performing classical sacred masterworks.
Much of this will be modeled after the German Lutheran tradition; music has traditionally
been a valuable part of everyone’s life but society is losing sight of its importance and fewer
people are playing instruments, singing and contributing to their churches and communities
using these skills. Martin Luther said “Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest
praise. The gift of language combined with the gift of song was given to man that he should
proclaim the Word of God through music.” Concordia Music Conservatory’s focus is
“Connecting Communities” and by offering music lessons, ensembles and concerts, we are
bringing communities together, creating opportunities for relationships and Christian
witness under the universal language of music. If you are interested in supporting this new
organization, you may contact Board Chair, Mr. John Rodewald, at
JohnARodewald@gmail.com
or CMC Executive Director, Dr. Jerrode Marsh at
jmarsh@splhs.org.

All parents, alumni, family,
and friends of Saint Paul are
invited to attend SOS
meetings and help out with
the events.
SOS stands for
Servants of the Saints.
Meetings are typically the
2nd Wednesday of each
month at 7:00pm in Biltz A
with the next meeting being
on Wednesday, January 9th.
Second semester activities
include Courtwarming Soup/
Chili Supper, Sausage Dinner,
Rummage Sale, and Award
Banquet, along with
continuing to provide
gatekeepers at home
basketball games and have
the Saints Store open.

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE
Wednesday, March 30th
to Saturday, April 2nd
Set up beginning on
Saturday, March 19th.
We will need many helpers
to make the rummage sale a
success! Be on the look out
for sign-ups to help set up
prior to the sale, work during
the sale, and more.

College American History visited the
World War I Museum in Kansas City.

Ladies in Saints Seminar helping organize care
packages for the Survival House in Warrensburg.
Three new picnic tables with
outlets were installed outside
of Baepler in December as
part of the For All the Saints
Capital Campaign.
Read more about the
campaign on page 8 of
the newsletter.
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Athletic Director Notes,
Monte Pitsch
January 3rd - January 8th is
the Lafayette County
Basketball Tournament for
Varsity Girls and Varsity Boys.
Schedules can be found at
splhs.org/athletics.

Saints Football
Saints Football finished off their season in November. We made it all the way to the District
Championship where we lost to North Shelby in the State Quarterfinal. The Saints finished
the season with an overall record of 8-4 including 2 wins in the postseason. Four players
were recognized in December to the Missouri Football Coaches Association All-State Team:
Ethan Kirby as 2nd Team Defensive Line, Christian Anderson as 2nd Team Defensive End,
Christian Bobzin as 1st Team Kicker, and Jayden Maggert as 1st Team Linebacker.
Additionally the Missouri 8-Man media team voted Christian Anderson as the Missouri
8-man Defensive Player of the Year and Jayden Maggert was voted Best Sophomore player
in Missouri 8-Man football. Give the Glory to God!

No JV games at Lone Jack on
January 10th.
January 11th will be a 4-game
night at home vs. Lone Jack
(JV Girls, JV Boys, Varsity
Girls, Varsity Boys) beginning
at 4:00pm.
January 13th games vs.
Higginsville now begin at
6:00pm. KMMO will be
broadcasting at kmmo.com
and 102.9FM.
Adding a Varsity Girls game at
Otterville on January 14th
beginning at 6:00pm.

Spring sports practices can
begin on February 28th.
Spring sports schedules
can be found online at
splhs.org/athletics.
Covid return to play MSHSAA protocol for return
to play after covid diagnosis
CLICK HERE
or use the camera on
your smartphone to scan
this QR code.

Congratulations to Coach CJ Gifford on being named the
2021 KMZU 8-Man Football Coach of the Year!
Lady Saints Basketball
The Lady Saints basketball season
has gotten off to a strong start in
their season heading into Christmas Break. The team is currently
6-1, taking 3rd place in the I-70
Tournament with the only loss
coming to state-ranked Wellington-Napoleon. This success is due
to the hard work and good team
chemistry that the team has displayed to start off the season, carrying over from the time put in over the summer. The
team is made up of 15 players with 3, 4-year Seniors, Hailey Arnold, Grace Hartwig, and
Adrien Martens looking for a strong finish to their basketball careers here at SPLHS. The
Lady Saints will have a busy January with 11 Varsity games scheduled along with a handful
of JV games scheduled. The regular season will conclude in late February with the team
taking part in the Class 2 playoffs with the district being hosted by Smithton High School.
Thank you to all those who have been able to come out and support the team. I encourage
you to come out and watch this very talented and exciting team play this season and see
their hard work pay off. GTGTG!!
Lady Saints Cheerleading
The
Lady
Saints
Cheerleaders are excited
to be cheering on the
basketball teams and
proudly wearing new
varsity cheer uniforms!
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Saints Basketball
The Saints Basketball team got off to a slow start losing the first 3 games of the season, but
turned it around and won 4 of the next 5 games before heading into Christmas break. They
brought home the 3rd place trophy in the I-70 Tournament which took place in December.
The team looks forward to the remainder of the season with a schedule full of games in
January and February. An updated schedule can be found at splhs.org/athletics.
The Varsity team jumps right back into action after Christmas break with the Lafayette
County tournament at Knob Noster. Come out and watch the Saints and Lady Saints
basketball teams and show your support!

Saints Wrestling
The Saints Wrestling team has grown tremendously since the program began a few years
ago. Huge thank you to a couple generous sponsors and everyone who participated in the
fundraiser, the team was able to order their first official set of singlets. Check out the
Saints Wrestling Team’s schedule and come out to show your support.

Just a reminder, we would
like to keep a consistent
image and we ask you use
the same Fleur-De-Lis when
designing t-shirts and other
material. If you need a
copy of it, email us at
Communications@splhs.org.
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Saint Paul Lutheran High School is on LinkedIn!
Calling all alumni, current students, faculty, parents, friends, and family!
We are building up our presence on LinkedIn and we’d like YOU to
follow our page and ask that any current students and alumni list us
under your education portion in your profile.
You can access our page HERE or scan this QR code to access it:

Alumni! We want
to hear from you!
Where has life taken you
since graduating from SPLHS?

Don’t forget! You can also keep up to date via other social media including Instagram,
Twitter, YouTube, and Facebook!

Feel free to email us at
Communications@splhs.org
and give us an update!

Did you know you can host events on our campus?
Biltz Hall has 33 rooms available to rent with queen size beds, conference rooms, and more.
We can also provide food/drink and audio/visual equipment as requested too. A perfect
location to host reunions, conferences, and all sorts of gatherings.
Visit splhs.org/events for our event request form. For larger events, forms must be
submitted at least 3 weeks in advance.

Capital Campaign
For those who fear the Lord, you his Saints, for those who fear him lack nothing! - Psalm 34:9

I remember sitting in a meeting 3 years ago trying to think of a theme for the upcoming campaign. How do you describe Saint Paul
in only 3-4 words? It seemed we were stumped then someone asked, “well WHO is this campaign for?” The words, “For All the
Saints” were spoken. The room became silent and there were even tears in some of our eyes. We knew we had it. This campaign
has been For All the Saints, not just Saint Paul Saints, but For all HIS Saints! You see, Saint Paul has been raising Christian leaders for
over 138 years and those leaders, Called church workers or lay people, have helped spread His word - AROUND THE WORLD!! This
has been and always will be our #1 goal! So what does resurfacing the quad, new HVAC, lighting, roofs, and sidewalks have to do
with this? Well it’s simple - we get one chance to make an impression. We want prospective students and parents to have the “Wow
factor” as soon as they pull onto campus. By the time the parents park, we want them to say “what do we have to do to get our
child here?!” By the time they leave, we hope they realize that we are providing the very best for our students AND staff. That our
students are not only safe physically but spiritually - our students can learn His truth without persecution.
Here at Saint Paul, we have recommitted to excellence, not
only in the classroom, but in all that we do.
I am happy to report that Phase 1 of the campaign is
complete and fully funded! - 1.5 million for facility
improvements and over 1 million for scholarships! But we
are not done. We must keep going and improving our
campus. As I write this, teams are forming to help with
launching our 2nd phase which will include the remodeling
of Kaeppel and Kruger Halls. We are excited to see what
God has in store for our school. So here we go - we can’t
stop now! For All the Saints!!
Thank you for your prayers, financial support, and for
volunteering. We simply could not do what we do without
you!
We have completed Phase 1 and we are currently building a team for Phase 2.

Kent Kunkel, Director of Development

